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Advancing the state of research in historical studies in Japan

A scene from the 13th Symposium on Regional Culture and Historical Studies co-sponsored event,
“From Local to Global: Publishing Historical Resources Online as Open Data” (The 5th Meeting of the Unit for Digital Humanities in FY2019)
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Remarks From the New Director-General of the Center for ISCRR
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I would like to take this opportunity to extend my greetings and
introduce myself as I have assumed the position as the Director
of the Center for Integrated Studies of Cultural and Research
Resources (Center for ISCRR) from April 2020.

At the National Museum of Japanese History, the Director of
the Center for ISCRR is a position held by the Deputy Director-
General of the museum. The Deputy Director-General (in charge
of research) in charge of the internal affairs of the museum was
previously held by Hitoshi Hayashibe, and he was responsible for
promoting research at the museum as well as managing the museum
and the center integrally. My position is Deputy Director-General
(in charge of university and international relations), responsible for
external affairs. I understand that this shift in which the Deputy
Director-General holds the Directorship of the Center comes
from the perspective that we are now able to utilize and share our
work and accomplishments in the wide range of external activities
that we hold, such as those with the Japanese Liaison Council of
History and Folk Museums and other organizations. The previous
Director focused his efforts on seamlessly linking the operations of
NMJH as a whole with the activities of ISCRR. I believe it is upon
this foundation that we must now extend the center’s work and
accomplishments across the nation and the globe.

Let me describe a little of my field of expertise. My specialty is in
Japanese art history with a focus on Ukiyo-¢ of the latter period of
early-modern Japan. Because Ukiyo-¢ primarily takes the form of
wood printing, it took root among the common folk, and when it
came to popular artists, one could find from a few thousand to tens
of thousands of extant works. Even when researching just one artist,
access to databases that various institutions have created is vital if I
am to get a sense and overview of that artist.

It is not just art historians like me who uses Ukiyo-¢ as source
material for research. In a variety of academic fields, studies on,
for example, early-modern Japanese literature, history of theater,
history of early-modern Japan, and folklore studies continue to
obtain significant discoveries on Ukiyo-¢ as a research subject.
While I do think interdisciplinary mutual exchanges among these
fields are still in its nascency, I believe what has been promoted by
the “Integrated Studies of Cultural and Research Resources” that
NMJH advocates—the endeavors to arrange various information
extracted from historical resources in a new information
infrastructural environment and integrate them into a system which
can be externally accessed —will provide opportunities to discover
the significant potential of Ukiyo-e¢ research, which contains a
massive number of Ukiyo-¢ collections and works and has been
approached from multiple perspectives and disciplines.

I believe that a close collaboration with researchers and research
institutions from a wide range of research fields will enable us to
construct an informational foundation that holds great potential
and versatility as a research source. With the hope that various
research fields that consider themselves as having no relation to one
another will find themselves closely linked in unexpected areas and
obtain findings or even result in creating a new academic field, [ am
looking forward to your active support and participation.

Director of the Center for ISCRR

Junichi Okubo
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The Unit for Digital Humanities Held its 5th Meeting of FY2019
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On Saturday, February 1, 2020, the 5th Meeting of the Unit
for Digital Humanities titled “From Local to Global: Publishing
Historical Resources Online as Open Data” was held as a co-
sponsored event of the 122nd Session of the IPS] SIG Computers
and the Humanities (CH122) and the 13th Symposium on Regional
Culture and Historical Studies. The purpose of this meeting was
to share issues that must be resolved pertaining to the preservation
and passing down of regional historical resources and to digitize and
publicize such resources over the web.

In the keynote presentation, Dr. Ikki Ohmukai, who is known
as the developer of CiNii, the scholarly and academic information
database, and Mr. Akihiro Kameda, who has been involved in
compiling a database for regional resources found in the regions
of Southeast Asia, gave reports and discussed the issues relating to
digitization and web publishing from the perspective of researchers
in the field of digital humanities. This was followed by a segment
of special reports from four speakers who are concerned with the
preservation and web publication of regional historical resources
of Saga where the meeting was held. They shared reports on their
practices of digitization of regional historical resources.

The Ogi-Han Nikki Project presented by Dr. Natsuko Yoshiga
and Dr. Akihiro Ito is a project that utilizes the latest information
technology in the construction of a database based on a diary of
feudal governance in Ogi domain during the early-modern period.
The project has received the Gesner Award, which commends
outstanding research on catalogs and bibliographies, and also the
Japan Society of Digital Archive Award in 2019. We earnestly hope
that excellent projects such as the Ogi-Han Nikki Project will be
widely shared and disseminated among the regional and research
communities around the world and that they will promote open
access to each of their regional historical resources.

Yuta Hashimoto

HBEF Date & Time

2020%2H818 () 15:00-17:30
February 1(Sat), 2020, 15:00-17:30

£3% Venue
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Multipurpose Seminar Room, Building No. 6, Faculty of Science and
Engineering, Honjo Campus, Saga University
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Ikki Ohmukai (Graduate School of Humanities and Sociology and Faculty of
Letters, The University of Tokyo)
HimiRs “Open Data and Digital Humanities”

Keynote
presentation
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Akihiro Kameda (National Museum of Japanese History)

“Case Studies of Publishing Regional Historical Resources
with Open Licenses”
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Miho Honda (Saga Prefectural Library)

“On the Renewal of Saga Prefectural Library's Database”
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Seigo UShIJIma (Local Media Labs, Inc.)

3R “The Potential of Digital Archives x Civic Tech”
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Natsuko Yoshiga (Computer and Network Center, Saga University)
“Introduction to Ogi-Han Nikki Project”
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AKkihiro [to (The Center for Regional Culture and History, Saga University)
“Why We Started the Ogi-Han Nikki Project”

4+ BRKICL 2 / Report by Mr. Ushijima
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The Unit for Regional Cooperation and Education Held its 3rd Meeting of FY2019
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On Friday, February 21, 2020, the 3rd meeting of the Unit
for Regional Cooperation and Education, titled “Educational
Activities with Museums,” was held to survey how museums and
their information resources are being utilized in educational
activities and to discuss the vision for regional cooperation and
education.

Many forms of educational activities take place at museums,
including museums’ engagement in education outreach and
supporting learning activities. In light of these efforts, museums are
seeking ways to capitalize on their characteristics and collaborate
with other educational activities. At the National Museum of
Japanese History, efforts are being made to promote educational
activities that utilize the museum, such as holding intensive courses
in collaboration with universities across Japan. However, examining
how to expand the utilization of the museum for educational
purposes of higher education and a broader audience is in accord
with the aim of this unit: to promote the dissemination of research
findings in regional societies.

In the meeting, Dr. Mikami reported a case study concerning
the use of NMJH’s permanent exhibition in higher education and
examined how exhibitions could be utilized in active learning.
Specifically, his report demonstrated the potential for the educational
use of museums for mutual learning among university students,
teachers, and museum curators through educational activity
practices, where participants set specific themes and discussed
features, incongruities, and issues of the permanent exhibition.

Masashi Amano

Dr. Ako’s report summarized some of the issues concerning the
use of information on cultural properties collected by museums,
particularly the digital contents, and indicated the prospects of
providing information for learning. Based on these two reports,
the significance of using museums as a place for education
was discussed, with consideration given to both utilizing the
exhibitions and their digital contents. Through the meeting, the
participants were able to hold a productive discussion on issues
including perspectives on the intensive lectures in collaboration
between NMJH and universities, thereby paving the way for new
developments in the future.

HEF Date & time

2020%2821H (&) 14:00-16:30
February 21 (Fri), 2020, 14:00-16:30
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3rd Conference Room, National Museum of Japanese History
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Masashi Amano (National Museum of Japanese History)
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Yoshitaka Mikami (National Museum of Japanese History)

“Attempts at Project-Based Learning by Utilising Museum
Exhibitions: Introduction to its Implementation During
FY2018 and 2019 in Japanese and Korean Universities”
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Takayuki Ako (Tokyo National Museum)

“How Should the Cultural Properties and Resource
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14:15-14:45

14:45-15:15

Information be Available for Scholastic and Life-long
Educational (General) Use”

15:30-16:30  &¥&#@ Discussion

= ERICEZHRE / Report b); Dr. Mikami
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Participation at the I'TWG Workshop and LODLAM Summit 2020
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On the 6th (Thu) and 7th (Fri) of February 2020, we gave a
report concerning the translation of controlled vocabularies at
the ITWG (International Terminology Working Group) meeting
held at the Getty Center (Los Angeles, CA). In addition, we
participated in the LODLAM (Linked Open Data — Libraries,
Archives, Museums) Summit 2020, also held at the Getty Center
on February 3rd (Mon) and 4th (Tue). Ms. Kawabe, a Project
Researcher from ISCRR and Akihiro Kameda, Project Assistant
Professor from NMJH, participated in both events.

The LODLAM Summit is an international conference held two
to three times a year to discuss Linked Open Data (LOD); it takes
the form of an “unconference” where the subjects of discussions

Sakiko Kawabe

are suggested and set by the participants at the event on that day.
As with previous summits, the subjects ranged from technical
matters to specific workflows, user interfaces, and implementation
of applications; the participants discussed and shared their thoughts
and opinions freely. During the summit, they also conducted the
LODLAM Technical Challenge (an event where the participants
vote on promotional videos on LOD related projects), where ISCRR
had also submitted a video. In addition to the short presentation
given at the venue, the submission of the video provided us an
opportunity to promote “khirin” (Knowledgebase of Historical
Resources in Institutes) internationally and hold meaningful
discussions on our projects.

At the ITWG workshop, we reported on the Japanese translation
of the Getty Vocabulary Program’s controlled vocabularies, AAT
(Art & Architecture Thesaurus). At ISCRR, we are aiming at
standardizing and globalizing the vocabulary used within “khirin,”
and to this end, we have started the translation of AAT on a trial
basis. By sharing the questions and issues found in this process, we
were able to obtain answers from the Getty side and receive advice
from participants from other countries. Furthermore, we were able
to expand our understanding of precedents and experiences with
other languages and the issues they had faced. In addition to the
cultural differences in the hierarchical structure of vocabulary, the
specific issues that we would face in creating controlling vocabularies
on an international scale were clarified.

To continue providing new vocabulary and to engage in translating
AAT and other Getty Vocabulary, we plan to hold continued dialog
through ITWG. We expect that such efforts will lead to connecting
the historical and cultural resources of Japan and other nations,
which will in turn contribute toward constructing an environment
that will allow us to see the holistic connection between these

resources.
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List O_f Researchers (the parenthesized information is accurate as of April 2020)
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©= Project leader O= Deputy project leader / Members other than the Principal Investigator, Co-principal Investigator, Unit Leaders, and Assistant
Unit Leaders of each unit are listed in Japanese syllabic order (gojuon order) beginning with non-NMJH members and then NMJH members.
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Member Profiles of the Center for ISCRR

<t v %— Director of the Center for ISCRR >

RILR Afi— Junichi Okubo

TRPRER #4%  Professor, Research Department
FMSE Area of Expertise
BAEHARESS  Study of Ukiyo-e, Study of landscape in later Edo period

<Hlt % —J Assistant Director of the Center for ISCRR>

29 T

i B Makoto Goto

TIPSR A% Associate Professor, Research Department
FM9% Area of Expertise

AXERE - BRELS - BEERE (BRBROT ISP T IS - 7—h4 7. BEERFOBERLE)
Digital humanities, information history, integrated studies of cultural and research resources
(Main Researc)h Topics: The digitization of historical information, digital archiving, development
of ISCRR, etc.

= F =% Yoshitaka Mikami

TFFRER ##%  Professor, Research Department
HM2H Area of Expertise
ARG (FERRFE : R7 O 7XFULRGL, gt o, §¥%H)
Ancient history of Japan (Main Research Topics: The history of ancient East Asia character
cultural exchange, history of ancient communities, monetary history, etc.)

/NE #EF] Shigeji Ogura
THRER HH%  Associate Professor, Research Department
EMSE Area of Expertise
BAGNH, R (EEMRRE  HRMEFE, 28 - ARXE, EERX)
Ancient history of Japan, historiography (Main Research Topics: Shinto shrine system in
ancient Japan, the Imperial Court libraries, and Engi-Shiki)

K¥F BE3E  Masashi Amano

TRIRER BE 2R Research Associate Professor, Research Department

HM2E Area of Expertise
BASE - SER SR, ok (EEMIRERE Rt - RRBITHEBUA - ULt MEE R UL ORTF & #EK)
History of early modern and modern Japan, historiography (Main Research Topics:The

political and cultural history of Japan's transitional period from early modern to modern
society, preservation and transmission of regional historical culture, etc.)

%ZIK HER  Yuta Hashimoto

2SR Bh%X  Assistant Professor, Research Department

BP9 E Area of Expertise
ERESRS (EERRIE: ERERNERRICLAISTRY =V 0T #BYRTLDEE)
Historical informatics (Main Research Topics: Crowdsourcing of historical resources,
development of learning systems, etc.)

JIG2 WE¥- Sakiko Kawabe

FZRER 7OY Y MffiFRE  Project Researcher, Research Department
FM2E Area of Expertise

XAEAFRE (ME L) - EERE (FEMRRE  BEOREIL I av0ER-

REICDOVT)

Cultural anthropology (material culture studies), cultural resources studies (Main

Research Topics: utilization and information sharing of local collections of everyday

objects)

FE ELE  Masataka Hakozaki

RER 7OV MfiFRE  Project Researcher, Research Department
FMHH Area of Expertise

FWMERP, BAMERRFERS, UHRlE, HEES

Dendrochronology, radiocarbon dating, scientific study of cultural properties,
paleoecology

B FEH  Akihiro Kameda

THZRER H{EBI% Research Assistant Professor, Research Department
EM2E Area of Expertise

1EMAFESF (Linked DatadEEEFRH, BASEUEBICLZHHML. TV9IVANBORE
EHEE)  AXHAIERE

Knowledge Science (The construction of linked data and its utilization, knowledge

extraction with natural language processing, and the preservation and transmission of
digital knowledge), Digital Humanities, Mathematical Sociology
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We are publishing Vol. 9 of our newsletter with substantially less
content compared to our past issues. As you all know, with the
spread of COVID-19 across the globe and it becoming a full-fledged
pandemic, our activities at the Center for ISCRR are inevitably
reduced as well.

One of the essential functions ISCRR offers is “to be a provider
of places where various researchers, data, and materials can meet.”
The aim of ISCRR to create and develop new fields of study by
inducing new reactions through collaboration is reflected in the term
Integrated. However, with COVID-19, the chances for people to
meet have dramatically reduced and thus led to a significant reduction
in ISCRR’s activities. Events such as international conferences and
workshops, material research, meetings, and symposiums are all either
canceled or postponed. Thus, the content of the newsletter with
respect to these activities has significantly reduced as well.

As of this writing, some restrictions are being eased, but we are
nowhere near the point where we can begin to let our guard down. If
we do not take the proper precautions, we may be right back to where
we were at the beginning of FY2020, when a state of emergency
was declared. If we look at international travel, there are no signs of
improvement, which leaves our vision for international development,
an important goal we had for the latter half of the year, murky at best.

However, if we turn to history, we see that humanity has faced
such pandemics many times in the past. Just as we are doing now,
humanity has struggled each time, through trial and error, to
overcome the challenges and managed to create a new world in their
wake.

We are also moving forward within this field of research. We are
quantitatively increasing the number of materials that can be seen
at home and considering new methods of utilizing them as well as
ways in which historical resources’ research can be handled in this age
where we must deal with the novel coronavirus. Also, we think it is
important to archive the present situation itself and thus have begun
activities to support digitization at museums. Furthermore, new
methods of collaboration and meetings are starting to take hold in
response to the present situation, including hybrid meetings with just
a few people on site while other participants join online in parallel.

As we are now even hearing phrases such as “with corona,” an
increasing number of activities that are heading in a new direction are
increasing as well. From the next issue, we will try to provide more of
the accomplishments. Perhaps, this “reduced edition” itself will serve
as one of the archives of the era.

We look forward to your continued support and assistance with this
project.

Assistant Director of the Center for ISCRR
Makoto Goto

July 1, 2020
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