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In March 2021, Fulcrum (University of Michigan Press) published
Japanese and Asian Historical Resources in the Digital Age online.
This collection contains ten papers written in English on the subject
of Japanese and Asian historical resources in the field of digital
humanities. This is a sequel to the Integrared Studies of Cultural and
Research Resources published by Fulcrum in 2019.

Collaborative researchers from the Digital Humanities Unit of the
Integrated Studies of Cultural and Research Resources (ISCRR)
and others who are in the frontlines of digital humanities have
contributed their papers to this publication. The following is a list of
its contents.

A wide readership and utilization would bring us great pleasure.

Ediced by
The Nadonal Museum of Japanese IHistory

ISBN(s) 978-1-60785-511-8 (ebook) Open Access
heeps://www.fulcrum.org/concern/monographs/5d86p217p

Contents:

1. Constructing Data Infrastructure for Diversity of Local Resources and Local Culture (Makoto Goto)

2. The University of Tokyo Digital Archives Development Project: Developing an Approach for Utilizing Academic Assets Across
Different Organizations (Satoru Nakamura)

3. Promoting Open Access: The Development, Collaborations, and Evaluation of the Kyoto University Rare Materials Digital Archive
(Chifumi Nishioka)

. Digitization of Cultural Artifacts for Design Education in Indonesia (Arianti Ayu Puspita)

. Development of a Historical Data Repository for the Distribution Platform of Japanese Historical Materials (Taizo Yamada)

4
5
6. Rethinking the Digital Presentation of Historical Japanese Documents in the Age of Online Multimedia (Yuta Hashimoto)
7. Conversion of Historical Ogihan Business Records into Linked Open Data via Human—Machine Cooperation (Natsuko Yoshiga)
8. Processing of Japanese calendar dates in information systems — Tools and resources of HuTime Project (Tatsuki Sekino)

9

. Application of the methodology for structuring historical financial records to a Japanese historical source along with financial
information (Naoki Kokaze)

10. Proportional ratios for adapting the administrative boundary changes of prefectures in the first half of the Meiji period to build long-
term prefectural panel data (Shohei Yamasaki)
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On March 23 (Tue), 2021, the Institut Teknologi Bandung
(ITB) and NMJH jointly held an online symposium titled “CRM
Symposium 2021: Challenges to Manage Cultural Resources during
Crises.” ITB and NMJH signed an Agreement on Comprehensive
Cooperation and Collaboration in August 2020, and this
international symposium became one of the first activities under
this agreement. Nearly 100 participants joined on the day of the
symposium, not only from Indonesia and Japan but also from other
countries and regions, primarily from around Asia.

In this symposium, two keynote addresses and three parallel
sessions were held under themes relating to the question: “How
would we preserve, utilize, and pass on the diverse cultural resources
in the face of natural disasters, population decline, and the decline
of local communities while also facing the spread of the COVID-19
infection?” NMJH’s Yuta Hashimoto, a tenure-tracked assistant
professor, gave the first keynote address. He spoke on the activities
and accomplishments of MINNA DE HONKOKU (crowdsourced
deciphering and transcription of historical texts) thus far. He
shared his perspectives on the possibilities and development of an
online platform that could offer diverse people an opportunity
to learn about and disseminate historical documents during the
pandemic. ITB’s Dr. Pindi Setiawan gave the second keynote
address. Dr. Setiawan spoke of the changes he has seen in tourism,
art projects, and educational activities that have utilized Indonesia’s
prehistoric cave paintings prior to and since the pandemic
emerged. Furthermore, the potentials and limitations in having
digital technology communicate the spaces created by historical
resources through screens were discussed. For the parallel sessions,
the group was divided into three, each with its own themes. Four
presentations were presented.

Throughout the symposium, the participants were able to discuss
various ideas and specific lines of action that could be taken to
preserve and pass on cultural resources in a society facing multiple
crises. In particular, views and opinions were shared on sustainable
initiatives in response to social changes, working with diverse
people and communities, and the potential of digital technology to
realize such activities. This first symposium provided a launching
pad for the CRM International Network (CRM-IN), and CRM
Symposiums are now planned to be held annually. Thus, it is
expected that further discussions will be held as themes and issues
raised during this symposium are further explored. Moreover, with
a great many young researchers and students from I'TB participating
in this symposium, an opportunity was provided to get a glimpse of
the future collaborations to be held between ITB and NMJH.
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2021 3H23H (X)
13:00~17:00 (1¥ K% 7 EEpIZHens)
March 23 (Tue), 2021 13:00-17:00 WIB

HFREROBRAFAOKRT (ELHLEEHEYT, EFL—9—DIIRKF IOV b
= MRE. ERBEEOBAERT 2T S IMBEEY T - T4 77V 18T)
7_'_ S 7’f S (ZOOm%*UFﬁ) Scenes from the general discussions held after the keynote addresses (Clockwise
: : v from the top left: Project Researcher Sakiko Kawabe, as moderator, tenure-tracked
Online Session (Via Zoom) Assistant Professor Yuta Hashimoto, and Dr. Pindi Setiawan as keynote speakers)

Opening Speech from Andryanto Rikrik Kusmara (the Dean of Faculty of Art and Design, Institut Teknologi Bandung)

Opening Speech from Masaru Nishitani (the Director General of NMJH)
Moderated by Sakiko Kawabe (NMJH)

Keynote Speech 1

Keynote Speech 2

Virtual Volunteering and Collaboration Platform for Transcribing Historical Japanese Documents
Yuta Hashimoto (NMJH)

HERITAGE from HOME
Pindi Setiawan (ITB)

SESSION A “Archival and Digital Preservation and Utilization of Cultural Resources”
Moderated by Meirina Triharini (ITB)

| A1 Digitization of Japanese Historical Resources and Establishment of Data Infrastructure
Akihiro Kameda (NMJH), Makoto Goto (NMJH)
The Role of Archival Research in the Preservation of Traditional Knowledge Under the Risk: A Case Study of
Session A A2 Ethnographic Recordings of Evdokia Kozhevnikova, Svaneti region, Georgia
Tamar Meladze (Tsukuba University Graduate School)
| A3 | Digital Archiving Development of Artifact Data Based on the Result of 3D Documentation Method for Digital Museum
Inne Chaysalina (ITB)
| A4 | Study of the Participatory Based Data Collecting of Physical Culture Artifacts for Digital Museums
Fiona Yasmine (ITB)
SESSION B “Community Planning & Public Involvement in Cultural Resource Management”
Moderated by Sakiko Kawabe (NMJH)
| B1 Banana Smart Village: Village Transformation through Banana Plantation
Maharani Dian Permanasari (Institut Teknologi Nasional, INABIG), Ketut Wikantika (ITB, INABIG), Fenny Martha Dwivany (ITB, INABIG)
St @ | B2 | The Roles of the Local Communities in Sustainable Conservation of Archaeological Sites: Reflections from the Japanese Experience
Dongdong Wang (University of Science and Technology Beijing)
| B3 | Integrating Cultural Values in Spatial Planning: The Challenges in Taman Hutan Raya (Grand Forest Park) South Bali, Indonesia
Dicki Elhasani (Wageningen University)
| B4 | Co-design Approach for Cultural Resources Management
Dhientia Andani (Prasetya Mulya University)
SESSION C “Transformation of Traditions”
Moderated by Arianti Ayu Puspita (ITB)
The Negotiation of Persistent and New Skills for the Bamboo Craft Industry through the Regional Development Project,
C1 Case Study: Bamboo Development Project with Salawu Craftspeople
Amira Rahardiani (Kanazawa University Graduate School)
Session C | c2 | Institutional device - in the Case of Kagayuzen industry
Yuki Araki (Kanazawa University Graduate School)
| cs | Trans-structural Chanoyu Practices: Toward the Understanding of the Duration of Recurrent Creation
Kozue Ito (Hokuriku University)
| ca | Preservation of Immaterial Cultural Heritage in an Age of Crisis: A Case Study on Japanese Rural Festivals

Timo Thelen (Kanazawa University)

CLOSING
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The ISCRR General Meeting was held on March 7 (Sun), 2021. The
FY2019 General Meeting was canceled due to the Novel Coronavirus
Disease (COVID-19), and we decided to hold the 2021 Meeting online.
We initially considered holding a hybrid event where some could
participate in the event in-person in Naha City, Okinawa Prefecture,
provided that countermeasures against infections were put in place to
the maximum extent possible. However, due to the extension of the
declaration of the state of emergency, the idea of having a hybrid meeting
was abandoned, and the event was instead held online throughout.

As with the prior year, the Meeting consisted of activity reports from each
unit of the ISCRR Center in the morning. The afternoon was spent on
project reports of the ISCRR Promoted Research and other related projects,
which are conducted with universities and other research institutions
across Japan.

While the conditions were such that it was not possible to hold seminars
and research-related meetings in the first half of FY2020, by setting up
the environment and online infrastructure to deal with the situation we
are in, we were able to hold several sessions in the latter half of the year. At
the General Meeting, the situation was widely shared among the ISCRR
research collaborators. The General Meeting also created an opportunity
for many to understand the variety of activities and their achievements.

As to the ISCRR Promoted Research projects, each research lead found
creative ways to move forward despite the COVID-19 situation, which led
to many findings and achievements being reported. These achievements are
due to the efforts of doctors, researchers, and professors in other institutions
who lead their respective research teams, to whom we are extremely grateful.
Also, with regard to closing the General Meeting, an exhibition of the
research findings and achievements of the ISCRR Promoted Research
projects was broadcasted live online. This was quite a thought-provoking and
interesting way of disseminating and sharing research findings. It was also
very intriguing to have the exhibit that connected Okinawa, which was the
original and intended venue for the occasion, to Tohoku, as it matched our
project, which contemplates the passing down of local and regional resources.

In closing the Meeting, we held a panel discussion about passing down
local and regional resources and how digital data ought to be handled.
The intent of the panel was to bring out various points of discussion
from invited professors from the University of the Ryukyus who are
taking the lead in digitalizing regional historical resources, and those
from Kobe University who are active in the practice of historical resource
conservation. While there were several areas in which we could not come
to conclusions, partially owing to my moderation of the discussion, it
was nevertheless worthwhile as several impactful points of discussions
emerged, which will lead to further activities, such as gaining a deeper
understanding of the resources and how to think about their backgrounds.

FY2021 is the final year of the present project. It is hoped that the
General Meeting for this fiscal year will be an opportunity in which
the best of online and in-person meetings can be had and as many
people as possible can join online, while a variety of discussions that

can only be had in in-person meetings can also be held.
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Date &Time

BB 2021%3A7H(H) 10:30~17:35
March 7 (Sun), 2021, 10:30-17:35

RENTA RNy 3y OKkTF (BEERS)
The panel discussion (at MNJH venue)

2020 FEDFEHRE (JIZRE)
Report of activities from FY2020 (Kawabe report)

T2 54 (Zoom%EFIR)

Online Session (Via Zoom)

=5
Venue

7045 L Program

Bi& Opening

RO0EENHRABNZ IOV M REE (B ERRMB1EYNE)
"ISCRR Projects of FY2020," Makoto Goto (NMJH)

TESREERMRE NWORYEA | KBRS (ELERRAEYE)
"Activities and engagements of Inter-University Research Institute Network Project to Preserve and Succeed Historical and Cultural Resources," Masashi
Amano (NMJH)

SH2EEDFERE
Activity Reports from Fyz0z0 | FHETRRI SRR ER 2 £ MM & U SERFIRIC 519 B EAER 7 o DI S XL DRIA 112 & WA LTW B khirin-c 2 DWT
(Reiwa 2) BHFEE (EIFEHEGENDE)

"KAKENHI: On the Creation of Khirin-c as Part of the Research project, 'From Local Historical Material Studies to Regional Historical Culture: Creation
of a New Research Field for Resilient Local Communities in a Country of Natural Disasters," Akihiro Kameda (NMJH)
MEl - AtESIC T2 REBRERENRRERE HEREERORE - BAICHEIT T IEERT (BILEERAEYE)
"Findings Report on the Mingu (Traditional Everyday Objects) Survey in Toyama and Ishikawa Region: Toward the Preservation and Passing Down
of Regional Mingu Resources" Sakiko Kawabe (NMJH)
ITEIZAWNBERE—GERER] TERANT S OBFBELER | £H% GRR—ER/ME)
"The Reconstruction and Utilization of Text Data of Shibusawa Eiichi Biographical Materials Using TEI," Boyoung Kim (Shibusawa Eiichi Memorial Foundation)
TEREMMRNEELPIORREFE | BRARTF (RRAFEHRHRERN)
"The Accomplishments and Further Issues on the 'Looping Back' Project, a Special Research Project Promoted by NMJH, " Makiko Suda (Historiographical
Institute, The University of Tokyo)
TERKERHZDOGIST I B TORBEAR - \HIRTLOEE | XAEH= (RRAFMEHRRA)

BRFRRE "The Organization of Historical Disaster Records in GIS Data Format and the Construction of its Publication and Dissemination System," Junzo Omura

ISCRR Promoted
Research Report

(Earthquake Research Institute, The University of Tokyo)
MNOr7—h4 70ERENRFEEBRA —7/Ya vV —FiF—] SBTL EREKAR)

"Resources and Regional Development of Corona Archives: An Action Research Edition," Soyo Takahashi (University of the Ryukyus)
THEAXICHIIEZMBEOBE LHES Ry N7 — ) OB EHBHRTOTF—4 FRICAGARE—NITOYI Y 3y BN OMEE
B AEENAZBE LT HIIB— (REXZE), RIWLWEN (BB RBIEYWE). FHEER (@HEXRKE)

"Elucidation of the Independent Screening Movement Network of Documentary Films in Postwar Japan and Research on the Utilization of Data in

Local Communities: Aiming for Advanced Cross-Disciplinary Use of the Ogawa Production Resources," Yoichi Aikawa (Nagano University), Kosuke
Harayama (NMJH), and Takahiro Moriwaki (Tsuru University)

RERE

Related Reports

lLinked DatalcE I <x5EE Web 3D EMORK 7L —L7—7 | FEZEL (LMKE)

"The Development Framework for Interactive 3D Web Teaching Materials Based on Linked Data," Yoshihiro Okada (Kyushu University)

TEFEERBICESWBSERBERIREREICOWVWT] BHF (AR AMANE)

"On the Project to Support Passing Down Regional Resources Based on Industry-Academia-Government Collaboration," Hiroshi Horii (AMANE.LLC)

NRRWVTARAYYaY
Panel Discussion

Mg ERER T —9 OEHE - FRAOHYH— TIIINICLDRNMNIERF ORIEEM |

AR REE, SRx7— EATE GRAE), #LE(MFAE). BFHX, SBEZH

"On How Accumulation and Utilization of Historical Resource Data Ought to Be: The Potential for Open Historical Studies Offered by Digitization"
Host: Makoto Goto, Panel: Chinatsu Tomita (University of the Ryukyus), Mai Inoue (Kobe University), Yuta Hashimoto, and Akihiro Kameda

B RETRE
Exhibition of the ISCRR
Promoted Research Reports

NUBIBWGERIKIRES W BEREROMRLER —RABRKBRNEEN EMRXE—) EES (LFEAZR)

"The Research and Utilization of Historical Resources Collected in Yamagata in Modern Times: The Collection of Masataro Nagai Resources and
Rinsen Bunko," Koto Sato (Yamagata University)

A& Closing
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The Unit for Digital Humanities Held its 2nd Meeting of FY2020
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Collaborative Research at the National Museum of Japanese History

“Constructing Integrated Studies of Cultural and Research Resources, and Renovating Sharing Infrastructures of Research Resources

in Japanese History and Cultures”

On Tuesday, December 22, 2020, the Unit for Digital Humanities
held its 2nd meeting of FY2020 online.

In the “Constructing Integrated Studies of Cultural and Research
Resources” project and the kbirin (Knowledgebase of Historical
Resources in Institutes), which was created in a related project,
resource information is provided in the appropriate format according
to its purpose, such as Linked Data for structured data and IIIF
(International Image Interoperability Framework) for images. In the
case of text data, it is thought that the resource information should
be offered to the public in the TEI (Text Encoding Initiative) format,
considering future reuse of the data and for international collaboration
purposes. For this reason, the meeting theme was set as “Historical
Resources’ Text Dataset Construction and TEL”

In the meeting, Associate Professor Makoto Goto of this project explained
the importance of TEI as a common and compatible format, given that
data have been published with proprietary or unique XML formats.

Kiyonori Nagasaki (International Institute for Digital Humanities),
a leading expert of TEI in Japan, then presented a range of information
with practical examples, including from a basic introduction to TEI to
the advanced interface of the SAT Daizoky6 Text Database. After this,
Ayano Kokaze from Ochanomizu University reported on the Engi-Shiki
TEI project. She explained the processes such as converting the original
table-structured data into TEI format using a script or marking up
Named Entities, and the issues related to such processes—particularly
concerning expressions related to document structures such as kan
(volume), shiki (set of protocols), and okugaki (postscript to a text),
which do not have directly corresponding tags in TEI. Furthermore,
she spoke of how she takes her research notes using TEI to increase
their reusability while using them to practice mastering TEL.

Toru Shigehara of Shibusawa Eiichi Memorial Foundation
introduced the construction of text data concerning the Shibusawa
Eiichi denki shiryo (Biographical Resource of Eiichi Shibusawa). In the
past, the Foundation had engaged in data structuring using their own
format based on XML and Markdown, with varied detail specifications
depending on its purpose. By converting such data into TEI, they are
ensuring data interoperability and long-term availability.

Finally, Satoru Nakamura of the Historiographical Institute,
University of Tokyo, introduced the utilization of TEI in constructing
the Digital Tale of Genji. In implementing its interface, which is
designed to associate and display multiple resources, such as images
that are published using IIIF from various sources, the Koui Genji
Monogatari (The Tale of Genji Match-up, a Book of Comparisons), and the
translation of the Tale of Genji into modern Japanese by Akiko Yosano
in Aozora Bunko, they embedded and implemented information in
the TEI format to allow for a highly automated comparative display
based on machine learning. Automated processes include kuzushiji
(Japanese traditional cursive-style writing) recognition and discovery
of corresponding sections from different books.

For the general discussion, the moderator presented three themes (how
to relate RDF to TEI, how to relate IIIF to TEI, and data maintenance

considerations in TEI), and each point was discussed. Regarding the
first theme, it was pointed out that the StandOff tag makes the relating
and mapping of information written in TEI and RDF more flexible.
Furthermore, by keeping each ID loosely coupled, the consistency of
the data can be maintained. Regarding the second theme, Mr. Nagasaki
pointed out the importance of keeping the mapping of images to text data
simple by not relying on the cropping function of Image API to have the
data correspond to one another; instead, the mapping can occur through
the annotation of the Presentation API, and only the cropping function
can be implemented separately. Regarding the third theme, Ms. Kokaze
shared her experience, saying the most effective way of updating the data
structure relating to conversions into TEI is to use some ingenuity with
the regular expressions so that everything can be completely automated.
The meeting was not only meaningful for the future of Integrated

Studies of Cultural and Research Resources but also important for the

future of TEI in Japan.
" 2020%F 128228 (AH)
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December 22 (Tue), 2020, 13:00-17:00
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Venue Online Session (Via Zoom)
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Opening Remarks Makoto Goto (NMJH)

KIBHE (A SCIEERFHIFT)
a1 [SATKER T—IR—RICEIFZTEIDFRESHE ]

Report 1 Kiyonori Nagasaki (International Institute for Digital Humanities)
"The Utilization and Future of TEI in the SAT Daizokyo Text Database"
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" EER TEIZ7AY I MOBRRE L TOVRTS T4
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Report 2 Ayano Kokaze (Ochanomizu University)
"Current Status of the Engi-Shiki TEI Project and Examples of TEI
Uses in Prosopography Research"
R, HFESPH, £ER (ERR—EIME)
. MR E—ERARI O TEERART T
=3 Toru Shigehara, Sayaka Inoue, Boyoung Kim
E=Ro (Shibusawa Eiichi Memorial Foundation)
Toward the Use of TEl in the Shibusawa Eiichi denki shiryo
(Biographical Resource of Eiichi Shibusawa)
PR R (REAFERHRERER)
HE4 MFTIVRERYE] OBEICE TP TEIDER |
Report 4 Satoru Nakamura (Historiographical Institute, the University of Tokyo )

"The Utilization of TEI in the Construction of the Digital Tale of Genji "

ECEE A% aHREH (EiLEERABEYE)

General Discussion Moderator: Akihiro Kameda (NMJH)
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The Unit for Cooperation in Different Fields Held its 1st Meeting of FY2021
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A scene from the discussion on the next KAKENHI application



Collaborative Research at the National Museum of Japanese History

“Constructing Integrated Studies of Cultural and Research Resources, and Renovating Sharing Infrastructures of Research Resources

in Japanese History and Cultures”

On Thursday, July 1, 2021, the Unit for Cooperation in
Different Fields held its 1st meeting of FY2021. In this meeting,
along with the final year achievement report concerning
the Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (A), “Radiocarbon
Measurement of Annual Tree-Ring to Clarify Regional Effect
and Fine Structure on Calibration Curve (Principal Investigator:
Minoru Sakamoto),” Professor Sakamoto of the National
Museum of Japanese History (NMJH) and three co-investigators
presented their achievements from the past four years of work.

First, Prof. Sakamoto shared the current status and future
prospects of collecting annual tree-ring radiocarbon (“C)
data from Japanese and Korean trees. The data NMJH had
accumulated have been adopted for use in the latest edition of
IntCal20, which contains the Calibration Curves necessary to
convert “C data into the calendar year information, and have
been available for global use since August 2020. However, the
data collected through the use of Grant-in-Aid for Scientific
Research (KAKENHI) have a high possibility of being adopted
in the next edition of the Calibration Curves. To this end, some
time was spent discussing issues and challenges that must be
overcome for the data to be adopted.

Next, Professor Katsuhiko Kimura of Fukushima University
presented the current status of constructing the “tree-ring
master curves’ that will serve as the basis for the Oxygen
Isotopic Dendrochronology. This method can identify and
provide calendar year data to some tree species and timbers of a
certain age, which could not be identified with the conventional
dendrochronology, and thus it plays an important role in
acquiring annual “C data. At present, the tree-ring master curves
for oxygen isotope ratios stretches back 5,000 years, and Prof.
Kimura explained in detail the latest research and analysis to
further extend this back to even older eras.

Associate Professor Fusa Miyake of Nagoya University presented
her plans and the progress of her own Grant-in-Aid for Scientific
Research (S) project on the “The Reconstruction of Solar
Activities Over the Past 10,000 Years” (Principal Investigator:
Fusa Miyake) and, along with it, how the annual “C data
obtained from the trees in Japan, Europe, and America will be
used to model past solar activities and improve the accuracy of the
Calibration Curves.

Followingly, Dr. Nanae Nakao of Yamagata University
presented the findings thus far on her research of aging historical
structures using “C dating and tree-ring stable oxygen and

hydrogen isotopes (Oxygen Isotope Ratio Dendrochronological

Method), including her plans regarding the Grant-in-Aid for
Scientific Research (C) “Chronological Study of Medieval
Houses” (Principal Investigator: Nanae Nakao), which started
just this year.

After the above presentations, Prof. Sakamoto proffered a topic
concerning the next application for KAKENHI, and various

proposals were presented by potential collaborators and co-

investigators.
" 20217818 (H)
oansrme | 13:00~16:00
July 1 (Thu), 2021, 13:00-16:00
&8 F2Z4Y (Zoom#%HIF)
Venue Online Session (Via Zoom)

704 5L Program

BEHA FRRFE (EILEE REEYE)

Keynote Address Masataka Hakozaki (NMJH)

AT (EI S RIS TEAE)
gms | REBRE14 75 ERORRERL

Research Report 1 Minoru Sakamoto (NMJH)
"The State and Prospects of Annual Tree Ring C Radiocarbon
Data Accumulation”

ANBE (REAEHE S RATLETER)
MEERRM AL FRFAEZORPIFEFRIIROBE)
Katsuhiko Kimura (Fukushima University Faculty of Symbiotic
Systems Science)

"The Construction of Long-term Tree-ring Master Curves for
the Oxygen Isotopic Dendrochronology"

R 2

Research Report 2

==X (EHEKXF ISEE)

NAEA BEOKRIGEEET ]

Fusa Miyake (Nagoya University ISEE)

"The Reconstruction of Solar Activities of the Past 10,000 years"

MEHERI

Research Report 3

FEEE (L KRFIEEER)

Mhit RROFRFHR

Nanae Nakao (Yamagata University Faculty of Science)
"Chronological Study of Medieval Houses"

MmEFER4

Research Report 4

AR (ELLEEREEYE)
BhA PRt TE#& S OREICAITTI
U Minoru Sakamoto (NMJH)
"Toward the Application for Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (S)"

LR AR : FENERE (B EE RBIBYE)

General Discussion  Moderator: Masataka Hakozaki (NMJH)
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The Unit for Regional Cooperation and Education Held its 1st Meeting of FY2020
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made by students
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A scene from the Monma Report: Efforts to preserve the
space of the Disaster Response Headquarters




Collaborative Research at the National Museum of Japanese History

“Constructing Integrated Studies of Cultural and Research Resources, and Renovating Sharing Infrastructures of Research Resources

in Japanese History and Cultures”

The 1st Meeting of FY2020 of the Unit for Regional Cooperation
and Education was held online on January 15 (Fri), 2021.

As the theme of this meeting is the “Collection and Display of
Disaster Records,” the focus turned to the new endeavors related to
the collection of materials that are on the rise due to the unrelenting
natural disasters in recent years and the pandemic. In particular, the
meeting aimed to discuss ways for those engaged in such endeavors
to collaborate with museum activities.

Since the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake of 1995, collections
of records called “Earthquake Disaster Resources” and “Disaster
Resources” have been undertaken across the nation. The resources
being collected and preserved concern the materials generated
during the disaster and the restoration and reconstruction process
and have garnered attention as a means to pass on the memory of
such disasters. While there are many reported cases of accumulating
materials through collection and preservation efforts, there is a
demand for some clarification. For example, what picture would
these diverse materials paint of the disasters? What kind of outlook
will we have on the local and regional communities when examined
through a section of time of disasters? These questions, at their core,
seek to identifyways to understand history and culture through these
disaster resources. In particular, it will be necessary to consider the
potential for the preservation and succession of disaster resources as
objects, including their exhibition activities, based on the perspective
of the disaster resources’ historical and social significance.

On the day of the online meeting, Yoshikawa reported on the disaster
resources from the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake and introduced the
practical actions being taken to have such material utilized. Furthermore,
the meaning of having students and others who have not experienced the
disaster directly come into contact with these materials to paint a picture
of the disaster was suggested, and the significance of disaster resources,
including the process of creating an earthquake disaster exhibition, was
pointed out. Furthermore, the Monma report examined the preservation
and passing of the memories of the Great East Japan Earthquake of 2011
as experienced in Tomioka-cho, Fukushima Prefecture. Monma pointed
out the significance, issues, and prospect of positioning the memory of
the disaster as part of the local history. The Sakuma report was on the
activities relating to the collection of records relating to the COVID-19
pandemic. After indicating the current status of the COVID-19-related
material collection underway at the Nasu History Museum, issues related
to preserving and passing on the collected resources to future generations
were presented.

With these three reports as a backdrop, a subsequent discussion was
held. In it, several questions, including the resource collection period
and the prospects of its utilization and information dissemination were
explored. These discussions on how to view localities and regions in

light of their experiences with disasters will continue.

A scene from the Sakuma Report: Exhibition of COVID-19-related materials at
the Nasu Historical Museum
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January 15 (Fri), 2021 18:30-21:00
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Venue Online Session (Via Zoom)
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BB RBES (EiLEL REENE)

Keynote Address  Masashi Amano (NMJH)

BIEX (FHFKRE)

1 BRERONERED O T—HETORBRNS—)

Report 1 Keita Yoshikawa (Kobe University)
"On the Utilization of Earthquake Disaster Resources Based
on the Experience at Kobe"
PSR (RRRERAT)

g2 [REARE A EOBESIHE D2

Report 2 Takeshi Monma (Tomioka-Cho, Fukushima Prefecture)
"Positioning the Great East Japan Earthquake in Regional
History"

feRIzEE: (AR SR
q 107 BEEHADERERE - BT

Report 3 Katsuya Sakuma (Nasu History Museum)
"The Focus on COVID-19 Related Materials, Their Collection
and Display"
B A REEK(EIEERBEYE)
Discussion Moderator: Masashi Amano (NMJH)
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Reports of the 1st and 2nd Oshu City Regional History Lectures 2021
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Collaborative Research at the National Museum of Japanese History

“Constructing Integrated Studies of Cultural and Research Resources, and Renovating Sharing Infrastructures of Research Resources

in Japanese History and Cultures”

The 1st and 2nd Regional History Lectures 2021 were held at the
Esashi Native District Cultural Museum on Jan 24 (Sun), 2021, and
Feb 28 (Sun), 2021. Associate Professor Makoto Goto and Project
Researcher Sakiko Kawabe joined the sessions representing the Center
for ISCRR and presented their reports. Oshu City, AMANE.LLC,
and NMJH have a Memorandum of Understanding in place to support
one another in efforts to preserve and pass on regional historical resources
to posterity. Therefore, the reports given at Oshu City were to share with
its citizens the events and historical records’ research initiatives held
during the fiscal year and deepen the discussions concerning these efforts.

The 1st lecture was titled “Academic Camp 2020 in Oshu, Spin-
off (Achievement report presentation for citizens).” This meeting
was held in three parts: a talk by Professor Hiroshi Kurushima from
NMJH, an achievement report on the July 11 Academic Camp 2020 in
Oshu, and a discussion among all the speakers. The first part revolved
around the research methods and issues concerning regional historical
resources based on Professor Kurushima’s experience of compiling
the municipality’s history and other activities in which Oshu City
is engaged. In the talk, perspectives on the municipalities’ and its
residents’ responsibilities in the continued effort to preserve and pass
on local and regional resources were shared. In the second part of the
Academic Camp 2020 in Oshu, the hosts from each session reported
their discussions from each session they held. In the third and final
part when the discussions were held, the speakers and the moderator
each shared their thoughts and opinions on questions the audience
asked such as how experts and citizens could dialog and what role
researchers play in preserving and passing on regional resources.

The 2nd meeting was held as the Oshu City Historical Records
Research Initiative Report, in which initiatives and accomplishments
regarding research on and surveys of historical and cultural resources in
the city were shared. First, Kazutaka Takahashi from Oshu City’s Board

of Education offered a report on the city’s survey and record-keeping

BN T b IS SR SRS EE 2021 SE 2 B TORBREEBIR DR R DT

Associate Professor Makoto Goto’s presentation at the 2nd Oshu City Regional History Lecture 2021

of historical resources in Oshu City. Then, Keisuke Kawada from
Oshu City Cattle Museum shared the efforts and accomplishments of
Oshu City concerning the survey of cultural asset structures in recent
years. After that, Associate Professor Goto spoke of the Memorandum
of Understanding signed by NMH], Oshu City, and AMANE.LLC
and its collaborative endeavor, and on the digitization of resources
and publications. Misato Horii and Shoko Terao from AMANE.LLC
provided a report on the achievements concerning the survey of Oshu
City’s archive of historical documents, materials, and folk resources
conducted as part of the three-way collaboration. With questions
posed by the audience during the general discussion session, opinions
and ideas were actively shared. On the topic of presenting this three-
way collaboration in recording, preserving, and passing on historical
and cultural resources to posterity as an “Oshu Model” that other
municipalities could consider and apply according to their circumstances,
the audience shared their enthusiastic support. In addition, views were
shared on the prospects for using digital technology for future historical
research, how to collaborate with citizens in preserving and passing on
historical and cultural resources, issues related to vacant houses and
the personal preservation of materials, and issues concerning the city’s
archival facilities for resources.

By holding these sessions, we were able to create an opportunity
for the local community where reports on research findings could
be shared and citizens” opinions could be exchanged. During this
time, meaningful discussions were had on the future of the three-
way partnership and the efforts to preserve and pass on historical
and cultural resources to posterity. These efforts remind us of the
importance and potential of conducting research activities while
bringing the minds of local governments and citizens together
concerning local resources. We wish to take full advantage of the
content discussed as we continue to engage in efforts to preserve and

pass on resources across the regions.
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Collaboration with Oshu City, Iwate Prefecture, on Regional Historical and Cultural Resources
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In March 2020, the NMJH signed a memorandum of understanding
with the Board of Education of Oshu City, Iwate Prefecture (along with
AMANE.LLC for a three-way collaboration). Since then, we have been
proceeding with our efforts for the preservation and utilization of regional
historical resources. Due to the spread of the Novel Coronavirus Disease,
we took countermeasures at the on-site surveys we conducted several
times in FY2020 to identify resource locations. Those measures included
not meeting in large groups when the number of participants was
uncontrolled and unspecified, not eating together, maintaining distance,
and being thorough with disinfections by using alcohol-based sanitizers.

First, a preliminary survey was conducted in late June. Centering on
publicly owned resources, the aim was to determine what type of resources
were available and verify what was required to grasp the full picture. After
that, for three days in early August, the three parties surveyed and counted
the number of items available per resource group. Through this, we were
able to determine a rough estimate of the number of resources available
at each location and their current condition. Oshu City intends to index
and catalog these resources. ISCRR Center plans to assist in digitizing the
catalog and making the portions deemed appropriate for public viewing
open to the public. Through these efforts, we will be able to make these
resources available to the local population and communicate these

local resources to the international community. Furthermore, if a
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A scene from the Academic Camp Online: NMJH
reserved the required space, and three parallel
lectures were streamed from the museum

disaster strikes, such information will become the base of rescue operations.

We also held events along with these conservation activities.
Unfortunately, the Academic Camp we held in July was held online,
and it became difficult to make a wide appeal to the local community.
However, we were able to organize a list of issues concerning long-
term preservation of such resources. We have also considered ways of
communicating the outcomes to the local residents of Oshu City. In
this regard, during FY2020, we reported our achievements in Oshu
City’s Regional History Lecture 2021 (see pp. 14-15).

A follow-up survey was also carried out toward the end of October.
In addition to the resources we were unable to verify in August, it
aimed to carry out an on-site verification of resources that may require
a discussion on whether additional and appropriate measures must
be taken and to determine the condition of the resources. It is still to be
determined whether these resources should also be indexed and cataloged.

We will continue to work with the Oshu City Board of Education under
the three-way memorandum of understanding and proceed with activities
to promote local understandings of history and culture and passing them
down to the following generations through holding events related to data
publication, conservation, and utilization of historical resources. Through

these activities, we wish to carry out comprehensive conservation efforts

of a wide range of local and regional historical resources.
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Modern resources in Oshu City
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I introduce three conference presentations in the second half of
FY2020. Even under the prevalence of the novel coronavirus infections,
we are presenting our research results utilizing online technology. We
are also using this opportunity to actively promote collaboration with
various institutions.

On November 26 (Thu), 2020, Goto and Kameda participated in a
research meeting of Inter-University Research Institute Corporation
(I-URIC), a research project jointly conducted by four inter-university
research corporations (National Institutes for the Humanities,
National Institutes of Natural Sciences, Research Organization of
Information and Systems, and the High Energy Accelerator Research
Organization). This was a hybrid meeting where each locality was
linked to NAOJ (National Astronomical Observatory of Japan)
Mizusawa. In the meeting, Goto raised the issue concerning the
preservation and passing on of modern and current research resources
for future generations. Prof. Osamu Kameya of the Mizusawa
Observatory shared the conditions of current resources relating to
the observatory. After that, Prof. Yasuyuki Kano of the University
of Tokyo spoke of a case study in which digitized resources of past
research in the natural sciences were utilized. A discussion then
followed the talk. Among the discussions held, it was stated that when
it comes to objects as a resource, they will be meaningless unless their
various related elements are also archived along with the object.

Goto participated in a forum held by the School of Cultural and
Social Studies, The Graduate University for Advanced Studies, on
December 6 (Sun), 2020. In this forum, too, Goto raised the same
concerns mentioned in November to bring the current issues to the
wider discussion. The co-presenter, Kazuki Maeyama (Graduate School
Student at The Graduate University for Advanced Studies), raised
issues concerning the comprehensive problems related to computers.

On December 15 (Tue), 2020, Kameda, Hashimoto, and Goto attended
an online symposium concerning public history called Making History
Together: Public Participation in Museums (hosted by the University
of Luxembourg). During the symposium, the three introduced two
projects deeply related to ISCRR, the Special Research Project kbirin-c
and Hashimoto-led MINNA DE HONKOKU and opened them up for
discussion. With particular attention to the case study of MINNA DE
HONKOKU, the discussion focused on how unspecialized novices and
experts in the field can carry out collaborative work.

The November and December 6 events related to humanities and
sciences’ interdisciplinary data archiving and the event on December 15
on public history showed ISCRR’s development and new beginnings.
While this research project has only a year left, I intend to keep my eyes
and actions fixed on what is to follow, a future in which the research
will be promoted further. Throughout the process, I will be emphasizing
local- and regional-level activities, the fusion of humanities and the

sciences, and their further development in the international arena.
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Report on the 25th Information and Knowledge Forum
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On January 9 (Sat), 2021, the 25th Information and Knowledge
Forum was held online on the theme “Considering Open Science in
the Academic Research Fields Post COVID-19.” Project Researcher
Sakiko Kawabe joined as a member of the Center for ISCRR and,
as one of the invited lecturers, shared a report on two COVID-19-
related events held during FY2020.

In this forum, we shared and discussed the difficulties and
challenges in the requirement to conduct academic activities, people-
to-people exchanges, and community creation in different ways
amid the spread of COVID-19, as well as the future prospects of
these endeavors. There were four invited lecturers from the fields and
perspectives of informatics, historical-cultural studies, biology, and
the support for academic societies. After the talks, a panel discussion
with the lecturers was held. Between the first and second half of the
lectures, poster sessions were held where specific activities related
to resource surveys and data publications were shared in separate
meeting rooms that were set up online for each poster, and active
discussions took place.

Kawabe’s speech summed up the contents and discussions of
the independent events held during July and August, one titled
“On the Preservation and Utilization of Cultural and Historical
Resources After the Novel Coronavirus Pandemic” as a session of
the Academic Camp 2020 in Oshu and the other, a related event
of Academic Camp 2020 in Oshu, “Considering the Guidelines
for Historical and Cultural Resource Research Under the Threat
of the Novel Coronavirus.” Where fieldwork on local and regional
resource preservation and utilization activities is being limited to
prevent the spread of COVID-19, it is important to establish a policy
and methods to prevent the transmission of infections specific to
the activities and objects involved through proper communication
with the people and institutions included in order to continue with
historical and cultural research and educational activities, and to
preserve and pass on resources to future generations. Furthermore,
it will be important to share diverse experiences and thoughts as one
accumulates experience in organizing and comprehending the values
and potentialities of the physical and digital resources and offline
and online activities. In this talk, the realizations and understanding
gained through exploring new ways to preserve and utilize historical
and cultural resources during the COVID crisis were shared.

During the panel discussion, in addition to each speaker receiving
specific questions, the panel itself discussed what is required in
academic research at present during the COVID-19 crisis and the
prospects of how it will change post COVID-19; the panel exchanged
thoughts on the difficulties and possibilities of responding to changes.
As the pandemic rages on, establishing a place where information
and opinions can be actively exchanged and discussed, as in this

case, is desired.
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Exhibition held at a Virtual Booth in AAS 2021

faAs HEX

Yuta Hashimoto

20214E3 H 21~ 26 H B fi Ot K i Ko TV T W e 242
Association of Asian Studies (AAS) DEEXFFERE AAS2021
ICT A2 BREIRE v 2= LTA—F v L 7 —2 & IR
fhoth DI THE L7z, AASOREIC iH’Ffﬁﬁ?#ﬂﬁi}u
TIEE ST H %ﬁiﬂ:n%wwx@ﬁ%fﬁﬁ@? (i)
ki o MDD 5, FHEEDORZ TR RICAY IV
ThAfE 34, ?ﬂc/z@7—x%>»<‘—7’=wv7“-—zbl,fﬂj§é
EHEL 7=,

N—=F X VT =2 T, [BREERZORIK ] 7ay =2
D khirinT —Z_R—RA D707 b O R ZER
Lizo E7o B (P z v X —) AN | B E YEEHAE
L7z E R ORI D I & TRREfTo 72,

BB, IODRN—F Y LT —RATIE, EFAHEEE & o T
7 — A RS T ICE R 2S5 LA TES,
B, RADT R EDAA—F ¥y VT —ZA~DFE D
BUMEF 72 o725, F’ex D7 —2 %R L7-KE R RICEES
ELHARBEMEFICNLT, 7y 22 DFiH° khirin®
TERAVIAVTREMTEILBTE,

IHLEHREBH 720D, RIFYNHORHETHONS
MBEROH W] 22 d v IA vy CEBTIC LT ZHL
L auFicB I MREORELH LD TEBRT S
Z&iczrot,

N—=F LT =Z2DfhiciE, A2 BRI ETE R 2 =20
KREFRHEAERI L R B 0 IR TRE R T Il E
BloRFEEBICE TS 4y b7 — 7 BRICOWTHE Lz,
F72. AASICE DY CHfE SN2 2 KRAAREHE Y2 (AAT])
DHRECT, BAT= 2Ty oy 7B BT 7Yy VK
D797 Ly TAREHFEITHEDTVWE TR 27 MIC
DNTOHEZ T o7,

KAEED AAS FERREZNIAATAICCHIETETH %, il
FTCanFMANCEL., Bt TSTE3 2 LZFES XY
ThHbo

The six publishers and the Center for ISCRR jointly held an exhibition
in a virtual booth at the annual conference of the Association of
Asian Studies (AAS), AAS2021. AAS is the largest association of its
kind in North America. While the Center for ISCRR planned to join
the AAS event in the previous year, it was canceled due to the spread
of the COVID-19 virus. This year’s conference was held completely
online, and our booth also participated virtually in the exhibition.

In the virtual booth, we held an introduction to the “Construction
of Integrated Studies of Cultural and Research Resources” project
and the fruits of the khirin database project. Furthermore, we also
presented a catalog of the special exhibitions our museum planned
and held, such as an exhibition on “Gender in Japanese History.”

It should be noted that, in this virtual booth, visitors can directly
ask questions to the exhibitors through video calls. Unfortunately,
the number of visitors to virtual booths, including ours, was low.
However, we did explain our projects and demonstrated how kbirin
works online to a U.S. university-based librarian specializing in Japan.

Despite such results, it is still difficult in an online environment
to fully realize the “chance encounters” that face-to-face meetings
offer. This experience reminded us once more of the problems in
disseminating information during the COVID-19 pandemic.

In addition to the virtual booths, Research Associate Professor
Masashi Amano and Associate Professor Makoto Goto from the
Center of ISCRR made a joint presentation, with a report on forming
networks for the preservation activities related to local and regional
resources. Furthermore, the American Association of Teachers of
Japanese (AAT]), a subgroup of AAS, held a conference alongside the
annual conference. In this conference, the tenure-tracked Assistant
Professor Hashimoto reported on the project he is jointly pursuing
with Laura Moretti of the University of Cambridge.

AAS plans to hold its next annual conference in Hawaii. We can
only hope that the COVID-19 crisis will be over by then, and we will

be able to participate in person.
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The display as presented by the Center for ISCRR in a virtual booth
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As of FY2021, projects to translate CIDOC CRM and Getty
Vocabularies into Japanese have begun at the Center for ISCRR. The
aim is to make advances in implementing the linked open data in Japan
and make Japanese historical and cultural resources available in the same
format based on international standards.

CIDOC CRM is a Conceptual Reference Model created by the
International Committee for Documentation (CIDOC) under the
International Conference of Museums (ICOM). CIDOC CRM is
an object-oriented model established to describe and accumulate the
information necessary to construct a searchable database for collecting,
managing, preserving, investigating, and analyzing museum and cultural
resources and properties. This model is continuously revised and updated
by the CIDOC CRM Special Interest Group (SIG). At present, version
7.1.1 of this CRM is available as the latest ISO certified documentation.

At the Center of ISCRR, we have experience in conducting research
using the CIDOC CRM, and we have also presented our research
findings during the CIDOC Conference 2020 (See our Newsletter, Vol.
10). With that presentation, the doors opened for us to participate in
the online CIDOC CRM SIG gathering for the first time, held between
March 8 and 11, 2021. Joining this meeting allowed us to gain a deeper
understanding of the CIDOC CRM and have an opportunity to present
ISCRR, khirin, and our research project in which the CRM was used.
Furthermore, in this meeting, the necessity of establishing protocols
and guidelines for the translation of the CIDOC CRM into multiple
languages was indicated. As a result, members who have a particular
interest in this area formed a Translation Working Group (WG) to
carry on their discussions. The first WG meeting took place online on
May 12 (Wed), 2021, and Project Researcher Sakiko Kawabe joined as a
representative of the ISCRR project.

For the Japanese translation project, a volunteer group was created
with ISCRR members and related researchers. They began their
translation activities at the end of April 2021. The plan is to have regular
meetings to work on the translation while continuing to participate
in the Translation WG; we are hoping to contribute to furthering the
implementation and development of the CIDOC CRM through its
multilingualization.

With regard to Getty Vocabularies, to take steps toward creating
the Japanese translation of the controlled vocabulary AAT (Art &
Architecture Thesaurus), we originally participated in the research
meeting and presented at the ITWG (International Terminology
Working Group) held at the Getty Center (Los Angeles, USA) on
February 6 and 7, 2020. As of FY2021, we have partnered with the Art
Media Center (Tokyo University of the Arts) to pursue this Japanese
translation project. Going forward, we intend to work on the Japanese
translation of the AAT in addition to offering a list of Japanese
vocabularies while continuing to collaborate with Getty Research
Institute and ITWG.
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It has now been over a decade since Linked Data technology has been
applied in the field of Humanities as well. This technology, which enables
research resources such as images, videos, indexes, and documents to be
cross-linked, gave us a renewed appreciation of the value of data itself.
Data, rather than databases, should be taking center stage. In that light,
perhaps conventional databases which put more weight on search methods
and data visualization are better thought of as applications of such data.
Furthermore, as the concepts and initiatives such as Open Data and
the FAIR principles—making research resources Findable, Accessible,
Interoperable, and Reusable—become widespread, the more necessary it
becomes for us to consider how should our data link to others’ data and
in what manner should our data be placed within the massive data web.
The design and structure of data should reflect these considerations.

One of the keys that realize the mutual linking of corresponding data is
the fundamental research data such as the gazetteer (Fig. 1). For example,
there are several places named Yoshida in Japan; writing just Yoshida in
historical documents and metadata would not be enough to distinguish
it or determine the actual location. Therefore, connecting these mentions
of Yoshida to the fundamental research data’s ID at the time of data
construction would clarify as to which Yoshida the location name refers.
Based on this ID, we could look for research resources concerning the
same Yoshida or distinguish it from the research resources connected to
other Yoshida. Furthermore, the fundamental research data also have the
role of linking vocabulary to values that computers can handle. In the
case of gazetteers, by connecting place names to latitude and longitude,
data, including the place names, can be analyzed using geographical
information technologies and be placed on maps, among many other uses.

A classic example of fundamental research data that can be used

1

in historical research is the Historical Gazetteer*' compiled by the
H-GIS (Historical - Geographic Information Science) study group and
the NIHU (National Institutes for the Humanities). This gazetteer
contains 300,000 place names and their latitudinal and longitudinal
data extracted from historical resources. Most historical resources were
created during the Meiji period and are likely to correspond to place
names at the end of the Edo period. The calendar resource provided by

the HuTime Project** is fundamental research data concerning time.

It provides data relating to the date information written according to
Japanese calendar systems in the Edo period and before, and correspond
them to the Gregorian calendar system’s years, months, and days. Such
fundamental research data would not be limited to use during data
construction; it can also be embedded into Web applications and be
utilized in setting up search parameters and interpretations of input data.

As we advance, we expect to see various fundamental research data
subjects be organized other than those of space-time. If fundamental
research data on persons’ names can be organized, a person described
in historical resources can be identified, and the resources based on
the person can be interconnected. Furthermore, historical resources
and art pieces also require fundamental research data for proper
identification. By applying identifiers (ID) to the already created
inventory data and making them available for public use, they could
also be utilized as fundamental research data.

To construct high-value-added fundamental research data with
guaranteed quality, it is essential to have expert knowledge on the subject
matter that is being described. For example, in the case of names of a
person, it would be necessary to connect the various names and ways they
were addressed—such as their clan name, real name, courtesy name,
and titles to that person. Likewise, the users who construct their own
data connecting the fundamental research data would also need expert
knowledge. As in the example of Fig. 1, to determine which Yoshida in the
gazetteer is the Yoshida mentioned in the historical resource, knowledge
of that historical resource would be required. The merit of constructing
the fundamental research data and its utilization may appear as though
information systems are unilaterally benefiting from it. However, if we
were to change our perspective, such efforts are nothing but the process
of embedding the expert knowledge of the historians in data. As a result,
researchers and students who will come to use these data will be able to
advance their research based on the foundation of such expert knowledge.
It is desirable that collaboration between the researchers who provide
knowledge about historical resources and the researchers who provide
information technology will advance further.

*1 https://www.nihu.jp/ja/publication/source_map
*2 http://datetime.hutime.org/
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To Inherit the Local Culture— Considering the Future of Local Historical Assets Based on Abandoned Homes —
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Activities at Other Institutions

When living in rural areas, I occasionally encounter situations
and matters that take me by surprise. “I did not realize we still have
such communities left,” I think to myself. I am impressed to find
how human connections and systems from long ago preserve such
situations and matters and thus maintained culture and traditions.
However, at this juncture, there is no doubt in anyone’s mind that
the current situation with the trends of a declining population and a
super-aging population is forcing a major change to our society.

The exodus of the population from rural to metropolitan areas was
already a major trend during the period of high economic growth.
Even so, rural communities managed to keep a lingering sense
of tradition to “succeed one’s family.” Succeeding the family—to
retain the family name and properties through the generations—has
been a custom from long before the modern era and was reinforced
institutionally by the civil law from the Meiji period to the end of the
World War II. However, I cannot deny the feeling that we are at the
brink of losing that thread of connection.

The phenomenon of abandoned homes is something that occurs to
homes without successors or heirs. In this relation, it is necessary for
us to think about how to protect and preserve the buildings and the
various cultural assets that were passed down through the generations.
It is often heard that uninhabited homes ruin faster, and there is
truth to this: wooden homes uninhabited for many years and months
show remarkable dilapidation with damages to the roof tiles and the
progression of decay in the pillars and other structural materials.

When considering why they had been abandoned until they reached
such a state, several answers began to emerge. 1) The right holder’s
current address is now so far from the ancestral home that they could
not maintain it to the degree needed. 2) In the case of old structures,
many of such structures are too close to the road or streets with less
than a 2m distance, making it difficult for them to be developed
into anything new on the plot due to the current regulations in the
Building Standards Act. Thus, even if tearing down the old structure,
there would be no practical way to make use of the limited plot for
something else. 3) The buildings are left untouched or abandoned
because dismantling the old home results in increased property tax. 4)
In the case of historical buildings that have developmental regulations
or districts designated for preservation, the use of aid money for
preservation is impractical as the rights holders have either become old
or poor and are thus unable to provide for the portion of money for
which they will be responsible. As a result of these situations, there is
a noticeable increase in the number of abandoned homes in such areas

as the Preservation Districts for Groups of Traditional Buildings. In

contrast, areas with no legal restrictions on preserving cultural assets
take drastic measures as if they are erasing the history built up for so
many years in one clean swoop to engage in major redevelopment and
turn whole areas into multiple housing complexes. Such situations are
now found in many areas across Japan.

To avoid such issues, the only path left for us is to find new users who
would do minimal maintenance and renovations to preserve and utilize
the old buildings. However, it is also the role of researchers in various
fields related to cultural assets to position the layers and complexity
of history of the buildings and local areas wher these buildings are
locatedas a value that interests potential new users. In the past, the
focus relating to such historical structures was mainly related to the
involvement of researchers of historical buildings; when it comes to
researchers in various fields of cultural properties and assets, they have
been quite reluctant to deal with “utilization,” which has been taken to
have negative connotations and seen their own roles to be quite limited.
However, I have come to think that researchers who are actively
involved in preserving regional historical heritage, if they are willing to
engage in the activities to preserve culture in local communities,
need to start overcoming their hesitation in getting involved with
the locals and become an active voice in those communities.

For example, administrative officials’ involvement in private
property rights that inevitably surface during disasters when trying to
rescue cultural assets is a constant issue related to abandoned homes.
It is, of course, not just in the preservation of cultural assets that we
get a glimpse of the current limitations of administrative policies.
However, it is precisely because we have such issues that there is
need not for researchers who are shy or passive but for those who can
take a different stance from those on the administrative side when
collaborating with various entities that will be involved in preserving
local and regional historical assets.

Compared to the metropolitan areas, we are faced with the fact that
rural areas have so few facilities such as museums that can act as a
hub, professional human resources, or institutions such as universities
that foster and produce human resources who paly active roles in
museums. In this case, we cannot help but realize more than ever
before that those who could preserve and support culture will not be
the experts but none other than the locals themselves, who live in and
are involved with those lands. There are now very few who are known
as local historians. There used to be many more. However, if that is
the case, and because it is the case, is it not necessary to take part in
protecting and inheriting culture together with the people whose style

corresponds to the current reality of our society?
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List of Researchers (the parenthesized information is accurate as of April 2021)

OMANRE, OMRENRE, F1=v MK - BIRRUADAVN—ZEN > ERDIRTE+FIRICEH
©=Project leader O= Deputy project leader / Members other than the Principal Investigator, Co-principal Investigator, Unit Leaders, and Assistant
Unit Leaders of each unit are listed in Japanese syllabic order ( gojuon order) beginning with non-NMJH members and then NMJH members.

%ﬁ *ﬁ Supervisor
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Masaru Nishitani (National Museum of Japanese History)

)\ifﬁ*& =Y} Unitfor Digital Humanities
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Makoto Goto (National Museum of Japanese History — Unit Leader)

FEAN T IR (ol e o A AR 5 st = b IS

Yuta Hashimoto (National Museum of Japanese History — Assistant Unit Leader)

FFe HIE gy

Norihiko Uda (University of Tsukuba)

Kia] — W gk

Ikki Omukai (The University of Tokyo)

i 22 Gunkes)

Yoshihiro Okada (Kyushu University)
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Haruyoshi Goto (The Kyoto University Museum)

B (1w

Kazuhiro Shin (Chiba City Museum of Science)
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Tatsuki Sekino (nternational Research Center for Japanese Studies)
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YOShihiI'O Takata (Kanazawa University)
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Norio Toglya (Kansai University)
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Shoichiro Hara (Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University)
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Arata Momohara (Graduate School, Chiba University)
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Taizo Yamada (Historiographical Institute, the University of Tokyo)

O RIR Fli— (e Rm Hag)

]unichi Okubo (National Museum of Japanese History)

S B 2 =Y Unitfor Cooperation in Different Fields
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Yoshitaka Mikami (National Museum of Japanese History — Unit Leader)

Bl A (RAK)

Kosuke Harayama (Nihon Universiy)
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Koki Yambe (Historiographical Institute, the University of Tokyo)
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Kazunori Araki (National Museum of Japanese History)
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Shlge}l Ogura (National Museum of Japanese History)
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Tsutomu Saito (National Museum of Japanese History)
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Kanta Takata (National Museum of Japanese History)

FEMRE BLRAE (o R )

Masataka Hakozaki (National Museum of Japanese History)

HE B (i R HmA)

Kaori Hidaka (National Museum of Japanese History)
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Hiroshi Kurushima (National Museum of Japanese History — Unit Leader)
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Masashi Amano (National Museum of Japanese History — Assistant Unit Leader)
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Takayuki Ako (Tokyo National Museum)
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Akihiro Ito (Saga University)
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Hiroshi Okumura (xobe University)
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Naoki Sakiyama (Chiba Universiy)
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Masato Miyatake (Saga University)

Sl BE (s sk R A RS (2250

ShOl Arakawa (National Museum of Japanese History <Professor Emeritus>)
p; y

JIGE WEF~ (v i o R R i )

Sakiko Kawabe (National Museum of Japanese History)
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]un' lChl Koike (National Museum of Japanese History)
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Takuzi Suzuki (National Museum of Japanese History)
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Mayumi Sekizawa (National Museum of Japanese History)
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]iro Muraki (National Museum of Japanese History)
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Member Profiles of the Center for ISCRR

<%t v & —4£ Director of the Center for ISCRR >

KIAR ffi— Junichi Okubo

fftF0ER #3% Professor, Research Department

B EM9E Area of Expertise
BAEHIGE S Study of Ukiyo-e, Study of landscape in later Edo period

<l % —J§ Assistant Director of the Center for SCRR>

%% B Makoto Goro

FRZRER T Associate Professor, Research Department

m E5E Area of Expertise
AXERE, ERERE, BEETHE (BREROTIIIMEP TN - 7—h4 7, BEBREOEELE)
Digital humanities, Historical Informatics, integrated studies of cultural and research resources

(Main Research Topics: The digitization of historical information, digital archiving, development
of ISCRR, etc.)

=k ﬂ%:-% Yoshitaka Mikami

FZRER #d% Professor, Research Department

u EMPEH Area of Expertise

BRSNS (FERRRE  RT7Y 7XFULRRE, bt &n, E¥8)

Ancient history of Japan (Main Research Topics: The history of ancient East Asia character
cultural exchange, history of ancient communities, monetary history, etc.)

/INE ] Shigeji Ogura
TR ER HEZZ Associate Professor, Research Department

W EM5E Area of Expertise

BAAGAE, BRZ (FERRFE  SRBIEHE, 22 - ARXE, EER)

Ancient history of Japan, historiography (Main Research Topics: Shinto shrine system in
ancient Japan, the Imperial Court libraries, and Engi-Shiki)

KEF EE Masashi Amano

i FeER SHEAEHUIR Research Associate Professor, Research Department

m EMSEH Area of Expertise

BASEH - SER SR, 2Rl (EEMPRERRE Rttt - RABITHBUS - b, HhigE R b OREF & #K)
History of early modern and modern Japan, historiography (Main Research Topics:The
political and cultural history of Japan's transitional period from early modern to modern
society, preservation and transmission of regional historical culture, etc.)

KA K Yuta Hashimoto

FZeER BhZX Assistant Professor, Research Department

B EMPEH Area of Expertise

HHRELS (FEARZRE : BELERERRICLEI VRV -V VI ZBYRTLDEE)
Historical informatics (Main Research Topics: Crowdsourcing of historical resources,
development of learning systems, etc.)

B FEH  Akihiro Kameda

2R $FEBIZ Research Assistant Professor, Research Department

B EM5% Area of Expertise
&R AAZ (Linked DataD#ESEEER. BASELEICL2MBHE. TV 9V MBORE
EME) AXHEBERF

Knowledge Science (The construction of linked data and its utilization, knowledge
extraction with natural language processing, and the preservation and transmission
of digital knowledge), Digital Humanities, Mathematical Sociology

JII32 KT Sakiko Kawabe

ZeER O =Y MR E Project Researcher, Research Department

B EMHEH Area of Expertise
XIEAEE (MEXES)., XEERE

Cultural anthropology (material culture studies), cultural resources studies (Main Research
Topics: utilization and information sharing of local collections of everyday objects)

%ﬁmﬁ EF@ Masataka Hakozaki

fRE O Y MAAZRE Project Researcher, Research Department

m FM45% Area of Expertise

FWMERP, RAMRFFRS., EMBIE, HEERS

Dendrochronology, radiocarbon dating, scientific study of cultural properties, paleoecology
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Activities of the Center for ISCRR for FY2021 © : 4254 VB Online Session

20214

(278 E 2021 BE) SRS AMANERRANFOS : 2R EFHORFMEECOVTO
[Academic Camp 2021 Related Event] AMANE.LLC proposed pre-event: The Economic Value of Academic Research Activities
(ZAMTEFE 2021 BE ) S EER R AL T OR  FICEIF2ERBEAOREERE~REER O “BONLRE OUEME O

6/5(Sat) [Academic Camp 2021 Related Event]Local community-related pre-event: The Present Reality and Prospect of Passing on Regional Resources
to the Next Generation—The Possibility of Loose Preservation of Everyday Objects (Mingu) Resources—

(#MTEFE 2021 B9:&) AR AMANERRASFOR : 2R TBHORFMEICOVTO O
[Academic Camp 2021 Related Event] AMANE.LLC proposed pre-event: The Economic Value of Academic Research Activities (2)

BAMAFEMRERRR O VRI VAL - F16EBFEYREZLSMERER~AOSN O

Participation in the 24th Symposium for the Japanese Council of University Museums / The 16th Meeting of Japanese Association for Musescience

(B E 2021 %) EEREAEILOS  MBERAECSIIHARELMBEHEEDII2=s—230 0
6/30 (Wed) [Academic Camp 2021 Related Event] NMJH proposed pre-event: Communication Between Researchers and Local Communities in
Regional Resource Surveys

2021 EEFE1ERSHFEE Iy MNIRR (RIFEER ATEFER14CRAEICL IR EMBOMBIFINR - HMBED
fREA (KK IRATR) | RRFERRBEREOARMAKE) O

71 (Thu) Unit for Cooperation in Different Fields, the 1st Meeting of FY 2021 [Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (A) “Radiocarbon Measurement of
Annual Tree-rings to Clarify Regional Effect and Fine Structure on Calibration Curve” (Principal Investigator: Minoru Sakamoto) Held jointly
with the FY2020 Achievement Report Presentations]

FMEFE 2021 in BMH (A 51 THRME. ASUBEXXLE)

Academic Camp 2021 in Oshu (Esashi Native District Cultural Museum —also streamed online)

HBEH—FEFFR2021NOSM(A V54V CTHRMEE, 2 UBEULE, BBEE)

Participation in Shoboji Gakuryo 2021 (Esashi Native District Cultural Museum—also streamed online, Makoto Goto)

5/28 (Wed)

6/22(Tue)

6/24 (Thu)-25 (Fri)

7/2(Fri)-4(Sun)

@ 7/18(Sun)

JADH2021 “Digital Humanities and COVID-19"~® &1 @

# 9/6(Mon)-8(Wed
9/8( )-8( ) Participation in JADH2021 “Digital Humanities and COVID-19”

The 31st EAJRS Conference “Materiality and virtuality in Japanese studies resources” ~DSM (47 b
#9/15(Wed)-18(Sat) RFILTILI K% (OVT))
Participation in The 31st EAJRS Conference “Materiality and virtuality in Japanese studies resources” (Saint Petersburg State University, Russia)

PNC2021 : PNC 2021 Annual Conference & Joint Meetings ~® %1l (Academia Sinica (&&))
Participation in PNC2021: PNC 2021 Annual Conference & Joint Meetings (Academia Sinica, Taiwan)

REHFEFARE S VRI I L 2021 ~DSM

Participation in Inter-University Research Institute Symposium 2021

CLABAZA2021~DEM

Participation in Jinmonkon 2021

26 EIFMAHE 74— LADEM

Participation in the 26th Information and Knowledge Forum

@ 9/28(Tue)-30(Thu)

* 10/23(Sat)-24(Sun)

¢ 12/18(Sat)

* 12/11(Sat)-12(Sun)

20214
2RER

General Meeting

¢3R4

AAS2022 A~DEN (K /ILIL)

¢ 3/24(Thu)-27 (Sun) Participation in AAS2022 (Honolulu, USA)

& [ilfit - 278 (2021487 H 9 HIRERL, Bl PED ARV Mo E LT, B SINBEAREDH AR HY £3)

@ Planned Event (As of 2021-07-09 As to the planned events, in some cases, formats in which they are to be held or how participants are to join are yet to be determined)
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. . Erratum: The original cover of the March 2021 Edition of our News Letter Vol. 10
k h I r I n incorrectly stated the issue date as 2020.9. = The correct date should have been 2021.3.

Knowledgebase of AL B R A We regret the error and apologize for any confusion this may have caused.
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